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TOP INCOMING UM FRESHMEN WIN PREMIER SCHOLARSHIPS 
MISSOULA -
Seventeen incoming freshmen students should sail through The University of Montana 
during the next four years and graduate relatively debt free, if they plan things well.
They are next fall’s crop of Presidential Leadership Scholarship winners, who will 
receive an in-state tuition waiver and a stipend ranging from $5,000 to $7,500 each year for 
four years. They bring with them at least a 3.8 grade-point average, a high ACT or SAT score 
and a record of honors and achievements.
In short, these students are the cream of the crop, and they have won “the University’s 
premier academic scholarships, awarded on the basis of outstanding academic achievement, 
exceptional intellectual and/or artistic ability, as well as clear leadership potential,” said Jerry 
Fetz, dean of UM’s Davidson Honors College.
They were selected from a pool of about 250 applicants through a rigorous screening 
process that included a written essay, two letters of recommendation and, for the top 50 
finalists, a personal interview.
Presidential Scholars from Missoula are Kelly Hughes of Sentinel High School and 
Beth Shirilla and Kinnerly Smith, both of Big Sky High School. Scholarship winner Gale Price
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of Corvallis attended Loyola-Sacred Heart High School in Missoula.
Helena had two scholarship winners: Robyn Barnes of Capital High School and 
Brittney Tatchell of Helena High School.
The other Montana winners are Andrew Bissell of Flathead High School in KalispelL 
Mary Dickman of Whitefish High School, Benjamin Houston of Great Falls High School, 
David Miller of Florence-Carlton High School, Amie Schaumberg of Libby High School and 
Jessica Van Daveer of Butte Central High School.
Out-of-state winners are Lauren Caldwell of Homestead High School in Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; Megan Hansen of Hammer United World College/High School in Green Bay, Wis.; 
Erica Lane of Sycamore High School in Sycamore, 111.; Lauren Regnier of Hinsdale High 
School in Hinsdale, 111.; and Mark Thompson of Stephen F. Austin High School in Austin, 
Texas.
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